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Matter

By Guillaume Garnier, designer
garnieretlinker.com 
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Raw material. How to emphasize its beauty when you are a design-
er and your work precisely implies transforming it into functional 
objects? When matter is shaped, transformed, is it still possible to 
convey its strength? My goal as a creator is to play with this appar-
ent contradiction. Each step forward in my creations is guided by 
the idea of returning matter to its original beauty. It requires simpli-
fying shapes as much as possible, looking for purity in order to let 
materiality play the leading part.
Somehow accepting that magnifying matter involves stepping 
aside, accepting that design is a means, not an end. Stop design-
ing? I would rather say it requires you weigh the importance of 
every line you draw. Stepping aside in order to magnify matter and 
thus benefit from its strength. 

Moment I love splitting my time between studio and workshop—our work-
shop, or that of the craftsmen with whom we work. Being in the 
workshop is always a special moment. It is the moment when de-
sign, mock-ups and trials materialize, right before my eyes. It is the 
moment when matter takes shape, or the moment when it reminds 
us of its own limitations. Workshops allow me to experience anoth-
er space-time. Ambiances and smells are always different. I both 
enjoy the peaceful atmosphere and powdery feel of a plaster work-
shop, and the almost suffocating heat of the foundry, when bronze 
starts to melt. I remember being terribly excited when I started 
visiting workshops all around France. Today, the excitement is still 
there, and that moment in the workshop has become both part of 
my work and part of my life. 
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